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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Bill Shearer  

Welcome to this Spring edition of the Club Newsletter. The Winter past was particularly cold and windy 
and for those of us who did not venture North or to more warmer countries it was particularly pleasing to 
see its end. The excessive wind brought down a lot of branches within the Club grounds which we 
managed to turn into firewood and thus create a new revenue stream. 

Despite the weather, our weekly Pétanque games have been well attended with very few washouts. Our 
monthly club Pétanque championship afternoons have seen an increasing competitiveness among 
members and continue to be highly popular. Our monthly Friday night members draw continues to be very 
well patronised and it is good to see members present taking away the money on most occasions. 

In early October we hosted a very successful Pétanque triples tournament with the maximum 20 teams 
participating. The day went very well and many thanks to the Pétanque Operating Committee for a very 
well run and managed tournament.  As you read this newsletter the shelter shed will be near completion, 
which, once ready, will be great for the hotter summer days to come. 

During the bowls season recess much work continued to be put into the greens. Greens were scarified 
and greens rolling commenced much earlier this year, also helped by a drier than usual winter.  As a result 
we were able to open the greens on 31st August, some three weeks earlier than past years.  

Following the opening the Club commenced a regular Thursday competition for members to put in plenty 
of practice prior to the start of the pennant season. We also conducted a barefoot bowls afternoon for the 
NAB in August.  Pennant bowls commenced in early October and as we have picked up some new 
members the Club is fielding two Saturday pennant teams and one on Tuesday. 

With the work of our keen gardeners particularly Freda and Bob Donaldson the gardens our now springing 
to life and looking a treat. The AFL Grand Final day was very well attended and all had a great day 
watching a very exciting game. Many thanks to our guest speaker Michael Horan who entertained us at 
half time. 

Planning for our Christmas function is well advanced and I look forward to seeing as many of you there as 
possible. 

PROPERTY - Dee Hudson  

I have been away for most of the last quarter and in my absence the Shire came good on some long 
outstanding issue.  The verandah and posts and steps have not only been fixed – but totally replaced and 
varnished which is a fantastic outcome for the Club.  The water heater used for making tea and coffee 
was leaking badly and had to be turned off as a safety issue.  It has now been replaced by the Shire.  The 
capacity is less than the old one but that is the model the Shire uses now and is adequate on all but the 
big Bowls days. On these occasions it may need to be supplemented by boiling kettles or using the urn 

The Shelter Shed project was held up further while awaiting a building permit.  While I was overseas Rick 
Hayllar, who is also a member of Rotary Dromana, has been liaising with Rotary as they had been 
engaged to provide a shelter kit, and had offered their services to construct it.  When the building permit 
came through Rick placed the order for the kit and it was made up and then delivered to site. 

Rotary Dromana have been making and erecting these shelters for some time now, (several of them are 
installed in local parks and on the foreshore). They have perfected the process and pre-cut all the timbers 
to a set formula depending on the size and shape required.  They are also experts at erecting the kits 
under the project management of Geoff Taylor of GEM Constructions, a local builder, Rotarian, MRBP 
club member and Sponsor and all-round good guy!!  Geoff and the Rotarians agreed they would erect our 
shelter with some help from club members.  This was done on Saturday 27th October.  Geoff and his 
gang of Rotarians were on site along with volunteers from our club. Including - Bill Brown, Murray Dart; 
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Rick Hayllar; Robert Hudson; Graeme Jack; Brian Joiner, Neville Mallard; Merv Prosser; John Schmoll; 
Bill Shearer and Kevin Wyatt and they quickly got started on the job.  As our guys were only required 
intermittently for the shelter project they put their spare time to good use getting some other tasks 
completed. 

Robert and Brian worked on a sign board for a sponsor signage which they then installed piste-side. 

The piste had started to become rather 
bare in patches so Kevin moved the 
spare pile of gravel from the back of the 
property onto the piste with his tractor 
and several of the guys and girls got 
busy working on spreading it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning tea and lunch was arranged so the workers could 
keep up their strength.  Thanks to Raelene Shearer, Kate 
Mallard, Gail Joiner and Dee Hudson for those much 
needed and appreciated refreshments. 

A fantastic effort by everyone involved and the shelter 
frame is up!  The roof, flooring and electricity connection 
will be installed in the next week or so.  We are very 
grateful to the Dromana Rotarians and Geoff Taylor for all their efforts on our behalf.  In November the 
shelter will be put to use officially for the first time for registrations and scoring at the club’s monthly 
competition and no doubt before then as a much-needed weather shelter during our unpredictable Spring 
season. 

Here are photos of the construction progress. 

  

Robert and Brian making the frame & delivering it to the Piste 

Kevin in his tractor 

Piste being groomed 

Ground being prepped for the shelter shed 



Measuring up the first Section  

Attaching the Tractor to the first section 

Hauling first section into place 

Section 2 in place 



   

Final Section up and final adjustments being made 

Last section being hauled up 

Geoff Taylor and the Rotarians with Dee Hudson and Brian Joiner. 

Concrete being poured into post holes 

Section 3 in place 

Concreting post holes 



SPONSORSHIP Neville Mallard 

We now have two sponsor signs at the Pétanque piste for Red Hill Wine Collective and Nordie. It would 
be great to get some more signage in that area. 

The club is privileged in having supportive sponsors. Sports clubs are under increasing financial pressure 
and there is greater competition for sponsorship so sponsors are looking for a return on their investment. 

We have been doing this by arranging monthly dinners for our members at the local restaurants and food 
places who support us, and by using sponsors where possible for club purchases.  Our current sponsor 
list can be found on the last page of the quarterly newsletter. It can also be found on our website. We ask 
that you consider using our sponsors when purchasing any relevant goods and services and when you 
do, please let them know you are a club member. That way they can see their sponsorship in action. 

Finally, if you know of any business who could potentially sponsor the club please let our Treasurer Neville 
Mallard know and he can arrange follow-up. 

SAG:  Several events were planned and run during the last quarter, August through October. 

Rock’n’Roll This night was planned for June but had to be cancelled as not enough bookings 

were received. We are not sure whether the lack of bookings was because of the cold weather; 
people were away travelling; it was to be held on a Saturday night (not Friday); the fancy dress 
was not appealing; or for some other reason. 

Your feedback regarding this would be much appreciated as a lot of effort is put into planning events and 
we want to make sure we are planning what you, the Members, want to have. We will be issuing a 
questionnaire via email and would appreciate your feedback. 

AFL Grand Final Luncheon 

What a great day it was and a very exciting match. Some of us actually supporting the Pies for the first 
time in our lives.  Unfortunately, even with this extra support the Pies went down in September once again 
by just 5 points. Commiserations to all the Pies supporters out there. 44 people enjoyed the day which 
was 10 more than had attended last year.  

Lunch itself commenced with a delicious soup followed by homemade pies and vegetables made and 
baked on the day. Many thanks Andrea for producing 80 pies. Also, many thanks to Kerry, Raelene, 
Margaret, Brenda and Sally for your terrific work and to others who helped out on the day. Thanks to our 

sponsors Sportspower & Harvest who provided great raffle prizes 
for the day. 

Particular thanks to member Michael Horan our guest speaker. 
Michael had 40 years as a sports journalist with the Herald Sun. 
He provided us with very entertaining stories from his experiences 
in covering sporting events both within Australia and around the 
world. His speech proved so popular he was asked for an encore.  

Club Member’s Monthly Draw: This continues to be a popular night at the club, when we not only 

hold a members’ draw for $50.00, (jackpotting if the member drawn is not present on the night). A sausage 
sizzle is also provided which is proving to be a good fund raiser for the club. We have been supplying 
gourmet sausages which are more expensive so have decided to increase the price from $2.50 to $3.00 
but we think you will agree they are worth it. Winners in the last quarter were Warwick Paton, Sue Brown 
who got the jackpot after Bob Wheeler’s name was drawn out the previous month – but – he wasn’t 
present! 

Firewood  

The excessive Winter winds brought down many large branches from trees within the Club grounds. Bill  

 

Shearer and Rick Hayllar converted these into four trailer loads of valuable firewood. These were quickly 
snapped up by members, thus turning a disaster into an additional source of revenue to the Club. 



BOWLS DIRECTORS REPORT- Ian Sharkey: 

The bowls season has started well with some good results, especially considering we have only the bare 
minimum of players. 

The Saturday Division 3 side has done well so far with 3 wins from 4 games.  Saturday Division 6 has 
battled along in their games with the need to borrow some players from other clubs to make-up the 
numbers. This should improve as more players become available. 

Our Tuesday pennant team has won all four games so far, both on grass and synthetic surfaces. This 
experience should put us in a good position to challenge for another finals series. The team has been 
quite settled thus far however, as a safeguard, we will need to bring in a few more players to ensure we 
have enough players qualified should we make the finals. 

Monday triples with Rosebud Country Club continues to be well supported with on average Main Ridge 
fielding 6 teams and RCC 12. Each Monday the games alternate between Main Ridge and RCC. These 
games provide an excellent opportunity for players to improve their game, socialise, and have a bit of 
fun in a relaxed manner. 

Club members and visiting teams are appreciating the significant improvement in our greens. All the 
work put in by volunteers is certainly paying off. 

With several new bowlers commencing we have organised coaching sessions conducted by Club 
Champion Glenn Gebert. Two sessions have been held so far which have proved very successful. Two 
more sessions are scheduled for November. 

We have also introduced member’s social games on Thursdays including a sausage sizzle. These have 
been well attended and provide an additional opportunity for newer bowlers to play alongside more 
experienced players. 

Our singles Club Championship has commenced with matches scheduled in coming weeks. The Club 
Champion to be determined by mid-December. 

Important dates to remember: Up-coming bowls events include the Jean Sellar day on Friday 4th 
January and on Friday 11th January we are again holding the “Back to Main Ridge” social bowls day. 

See you on the greens. 

Presentation of "8" medals” Following a recent Saturday bowls 
pennant game, four members of last season's premiership team were 
presented with their "8" medal. The four were Glenn Gebert, Bill 
Shearer, Lee Mellett and Mary Clarke. During the grand final, this team 
scored the maximum 8 points in one end. This is a rare event, a bit like 
a team equivalent of a hole in one. 

When presenting the medals, Bob Wheeler stated that he had never 
experienced one in his long bowling career. He also added that it was 
a very rare occurrence and to have done it in a grand final was a 
remarkable achievement.  Congratulations to the 4 medal winners. 

Summer time is bare-foot bowls season and we have already received several bookings 
from website enquiries.  If you are aware of, or associated with, an organisation which 
may be interested in holding a barefoot bowls function, booking requests can be made 
via the website. www.mainridgebpc.com.au  

PÉTANQUE DIRECTORS REPORT - Warwick Paton  

Unlike Bowls, Pétanque doesn’t stop for Winter. While the numbers have been down a 
bit for our normal Thursday and Friday play days, mainly due to the rotten weather we 
have had and the absence of members while they sun themselves overseas, we have 
held games each week. Also the monthly Club Championship competition days are well 
attended. All members are encouraged to join in these competition days. Less 

experienced players can learn so much about the sport, it’s skills, and tactics by taking part.  The Shelter 
shed is now almost complete and will be put to good use on these days. 

I remind you that play during Summer time commences at 4pm and we ask that members who wish to 
play arrive by 10 minutes to 4pm so we can get the teams sorted out. This is particularly important for 
Club Championship days, as registrations must be done and numbers assigned prior to play.   

The POC meet on the 3rd Friday of every month before the club championship.  If you have any issues 
you wish to have considered by the POC, please ensure you get details to Kate Mallard before the 
scheduled meeting, so it can be addressed. 

http://www.mainridgebpc.com.au/


Pétanque Skills Training: The POC is arranging a skills session each 

Friday, for the first half hour of normal play time. The first of these 
sessions was held in late October. Shooting, pointing and game tactics 
will all be covered (see photo of first session). It’s not compulsory, and 
members who don’t want to participate in the training sessions can play 
as per normal. 

Several events were also held during the Winter months…….: 

Pétanque Triples Tournament at Main Ridge: The Club hosted a 

triples tournament on Sunday 7th October. Again, we were fully subscribed with 60 competitors including 
19 players from Main Ridge. 

It was the first competitive tournament for quite a few of our members - they represented our club well 
both in spirit and skill. The prize winners were from ‘out of town’ but as usual it was great fun to see the 
skill of some very dedicated Pétanque players from Melbourne and surrounds. 

In providing some good old-fashioned Main Ridge hospitality Kevin Wyatt did a superb job sizzling 
sausages and Andrea Gillies, ably assisted by Freda Donaldson, impressed all with a beautiful afternoon 
tea of freshly baked scones with jam and cream. Thanks also to Carol Hayllar and Jonathan O’Sullivan 
for their help over the day. Here are some photos from the day, as you can see, the weather was great. 

 

Pirates invade Main Ridge!  The Pacific Pirates are a group of Australian Pétanque players who 

organise fundraising Pétanque tournaments for charities and people in need. Main Ridge were asked to 
host a tournament, the first for this group, and this was held on Saturday 
20th October. 

It was a fun day of social Pétanque where players from Main Ridge, the 
Peninsula and Melbourne clubs got to team up with (the very talented) 
pirates. The pirates were very generous with their advice and generous to 
the scoreboard with their skilful play! 

All participants won on the day – enjoying play and skills development and 
the enjoyment gained from contributing to good causes. 

Over $1000 was raised for our chosen charities of ‘Riding for the Disabled, 
Peninsula’ and the Frankston based charitable organisation ‘Mums 
Supporting Families in Need’. 

The Pirates very kindly donated a trophy for the top Main Ridge player of 
the day. This was won by Neville Mallard who just edged out Kate Mallard on delta. Well done Neville. 

The Pirates are holding another fund raising Pétanque day, this time on 10th November at the Mornington 
Pétanque Club.  Our members are invited to register for this day and it would be lovely to show our support. 

 

NEW MEMBERS: We welcome our newest member – Jean Claude 

Defroux.  Jean Claude is a very experienced Pétanque player, a life 
member of the St. Kilda Pétanque Club, recently moved from 
Williamstown to Shoreham..  We are happy he chose to become a 
member at Main Ridge as we are sure other clubs would have been 
keen to sign him up.  Jean Claude has recently qualified as a 2nd level 
Pétanque coach, so he should be able to teach us a thing or two. Here 
he is signing his membership form.  Please make him very welcome. 

 



POSTCARDS FROM ABROAD:  We have had a number of our members travelling overseas during the Winter 

months – we asked them to provide a “postcard” of their travels. Here are “postcards” from some of them: 

David and Gay Markey- Portugal.  Travel is like so much else, you get what 

we put into it. Travel guidebooks reduce centuries of history to a few lines, leaving 
us with little more than a boring list of names and dates.  You’ll enjoy a trip to 
Portugal much more, and lift the covers on what you see, if you learn a little about 
the rich history of this small corner of the world. For us, wine and food provide a 
strong basis for exploration and an insight to understanding a country and to open 
'the doors’. 

Wine in Portugal is generally low in price.  Each region has a 
proliferation of varieties you will never have heard about. It is often affordable to choose a great 
wine to complement the meal. We often buy “by the glass” to try and experience more of what 
the various regions have to offer.  You can sample before you buy but this is not necessary as 
the standard is so high.  

It is a great idea to share main courses. Portions are generally large. Some restaurants offer 
half portions. We prefer to share, so we often choose a few half courses and ask the waiter to 
bring them out sequentially. It makes for a much more interesting meal. 

Robert and Dee Hudson Southern Italy, Croatia & Montenegro: After picking up a Peugeot lease in 

Rome we spent 2 weeks touring from Vasto (Abruzzo) to Trieste (Fruili Venezia-Guilia 
(photo taken in Trieste’s main piazza). We then drove down into Croatia for 3 weeks, 1 of 
which was spent sailing from Split to Dubrovnik on a yacht with friends. Followed by. Perast 
(Bay of Kotor) in Montenegro (photo of us travelling on the bay of Kotor). Back to Italy by 
ferry to Puglia for 2 weeks and a final week in Basilicato, 
Campania and Lazio regions. Flying home from Roma 1 Oct. 

In Italy highlights were: Ascoli Piceno where our visit happened 
on the feast of St. Emidio which is the final day of the annual “Quintana” – see 
http://ilglobo.com.au/news/39770/a-return-to-the-middle-ages-the-quintana-of-ascoli-
piceno for more details. The Valle d’Itria towns, especially the towns of Locorotondo 
and Alberobello and we loved Matera where we stayed in the Sassi area.  Photo from 
our balcony overlooking the Sassi region. 

In Croatia, the Plitvica lakes and the sailing trip along the Dalmatian coast visiting 
several islands. Korcula was particularly lovely, but the whole area is stunning. At the 
end we spent 3 days in Napoli which was dirty, crowded and chaotic but fascinating. 
There we visited Capella Sansavero to see Guiseppi Sanmartino’s marble sculpture 
of the Veiled Christ. Magnificent is the only word to describe it. Having visited Pompei and Herculaneum on 
earlier trips we visited Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Napoli to see the artifacts that had been removed from 
these archeological sites.  Again, stunning. Last stop was Tivoli visiting Villa D’Este, Villa Adriana and Castel 
Gandolfo, which, until Pope Francis, was the summer retreat for Il Papa.  

Lowlights were: Lecce was a disappointment as was Ostuni (not very white) and it was very sad to see the 
southern end of Puglia has suffered from a blight Xylella - which has destroyed vast regions of olive groves, 
some of the trees were 500+ years old and had to be destroyed – see 
www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2018/08/italy-olive-trees-dying-xylella/ for more information. 

Tony Cogan – Archeological dig in UK. In late July I headed to the north of England (minus 

Sally) to participate in an archaeological dig at Vindolanda, a Roman fort complex, a kilometre 
south of Hadrian's Wall, dating from the late 1st to the late 3rd century AD. During that period 8 
separate forts were built (5 wooden then 3 stone), destroyed and rebuilt. 

Vindolanda is famous for the discovery of many Roman writing tablets and 
the greatest number of Roman shoes found anywhere in the Empire. Google 
it to find out more.  Whilst I was not fortunate enough to find any of these 

highly sought-after objects, about a dozen shoes and two tablets were found by my 
colleagues on the dig. My most exciting finds were a 'new' ditch and a piece of pottery 
stamped with the maker's mark. 

I also got to visit the British Open at Carnoustie in the middle weekend of the two-week dig and 
had a great day following firstly Jason Day, then Adam Scott through their first nine holes on 
the final day, before having to leave early for the four-hour drive back to Vindolanda. 
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POETS CORNER: 
This poem is the result of work done by Robert Hudson and Roy Freeman of Arthurs Seat Probus, based on a 
hymn written by ‘Cloverton – A hallelujah Christmas’.  Roy and Robert agreed that the original could be improved 
so they created this version and with Christmas just around the corner we thought it a nice touch for this 
newsletter.  We would also like to wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas with your family and loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAIN RIDGE BOWLS AND PÉTANQUE CLUB IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK  

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM  

Not Familiar with Social Media? ask Kate Mallard how, she wants our “likes” 
 

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE OUR MAJOR SPONSORS 

 

Barker & Davern   
David Barke Appliances  
Bloom Hearing Specialists  
Cellar & Pantry  
CSV Limited 
Designed Eyes 
Darren’s Muffler & Exhaust Ctr  
Domain Principal Group  
Eagle Skylift - Arthurs Seat  
Enchanted Adventure Garden  
Epicurean 
Eyes On  
Ron Farrell 
 

G.E.M Constructions  
Green Olive Café 
La Brocante 
Le Petit Tracteur  
Long Table Restaurant  
Max’s Restaurant (Red Hill Estate) 
Mosstek Computers  
Peninsula Farm Supplies  
Peninsula Foot Clinic 
Peninsula Meats  
Peninsula Paellas 
Pier 10 Restaurant  
Point Nepean Air Con ‘d  
 

Red Hill Pharmacy  
Red Hill Trading & Farm Supplies  
Sports Power  
SRS Motors  
Southall Lawyers  
Sunny Ridge Strawberry Farm  
Terry White Chemists  
T’Gallant Wines  
Top Fun - Family Fun Centre  
Two-Way Motors (Vic) Pty Ltd  
Tyre Power Rosebud  
Waterfall Gully Fruit & Veg  
White Lady Funerals 

 

 

 

Out in the east a star shone bright 
to lead three kings by day and night 

through many miles, especially to greet You 
into the manger where You were 

frankincense, their gold and myrrh 
they brought to you and cried out, 

“Hallelujah” 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

So let Christmas a celebration be, 
That Jesus came for you and me, 

And pray for those who need His Hallelujah. 
The young, the old; the poor, the rich; 
The blind, the deaf; the lame, the sick. 
Let’s celebrate Your birth, O Hallelujah. 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah  Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

I heard about a baby boy 
who came to earth to bring us joy 

A blessed virgin mother - Hallelujah 
the son of God, who came as man 

To show us all God has a plan 
To lead us to salvation, Hallelujah 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

This couple came to Bethlehem 
Expecting a child, they sought an inn 

To find a sanctuary - Hallelujah 
There was no room for them to stay 

So in a manger filled with hay 
God’s only son was born, sing Hallelujah 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah,Hallelujah, Hallelujah  

The shepherds left their flocks by night 
to see this baby wrapped in light 

A host of angels led them all to see You. 
It was just as the angels said 

You’ll find him in a manger bed 
And there you’ll meet your Saviour, Hallelujah 

Halleluhah, Hallelujah,Halleluhah, Hallelujah, 


